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Preliminary remarks

The European Regulation “EC/2023/2006 on good manufacturing practice for materials and articles intended to come into contact with food” requires from the original suppliers of materials & articles intended to come into contact with food that “starting materials shall be selected and comply with pre-established specifications that shall ensure compliance of the material or article with the rules applicable to it.”

This means that it is the responsibility of the customer of the folding carton manufacturer from the food industry to formulate a specification for a material or article intended to come into contact with food.
This checklist may prove to be a valuable tool to help the customer in compiling the specification and the other information that is important to the folding carton manufacturer to evaluate the risks and to act as the basis for developing marketable packaging.
The checklist consists of a list of questions that should be answered in liaison with the customer.
Use the list of questions for initial orders or for orders involving a change in material.
The checklist is structured in such a way that it can also be forwarded directly to the customer at any time. The scope, depth and order of the questions can be adapted individually to the specific requirements of the folding carton manufacturer.
Note for the reader

This is the second version (V2.0) of the FFI checklist for materials & articles made from board that are intended to come into contact with food. For a  use at European level, the checklist was adopted in the ECMA Technical Committee the 2 April 2015.   Comments on the checklist and suggestions for improvements are very welcome.

Disclaimer

The FFI has done everything in its power to make sure that the information in this document is correct.  FFI and ECMA do not assume any liability for business decisions that are taken on the basis of the contents of this document. Such decisions remain the sole responsibility of those who use the information.
	Customer:
	     
	Vendor:
	     

	Article:
	     

	Customer contact:
	     


1. Questions about the (food) product packaged

1.1 Details about the product packaged

1.1.1 The product has the following consistency when it is packaged:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  solid

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  grated

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  liquid



  Mass [g] or volume [dm³]:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  pasty

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  optional description:      
1.1.2 The product packaged has the following properties (more than one answer is possible):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  dry

(Moisture content < 10%)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  moist

Water content in%:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  fatty

Fat content in %:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  optional description:      
1.1.3 Does the product have any other (chemical) properties? If so, which ones?

(e.g. sensitive to oxidation, acid/alkaline, sensitive to heat/cold ...)

     
1.2 Processing of the product packaged

1.2.1 Short-time
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  hot contact

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  fat contact

     at the following temperature:      
     for what approximate time:          

1.2.2 Is the product frozen? 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

1.2.3 Filling temperature:      
1.2.4 Description / additional information about the filling/packaging or treatment process at the customer’s site:

     

     

1.3 Analysis of the migration risk

Is the product protected directly against packaging influences (absolute or functional barrier, e.g. glass, aluminium 
foil > 8 µ)?   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  It is not known whether there is an absolute or functional barrier (=> obtain information from the 
      customer / manufacturer if necessary)
=> If so, please give as precise a description as possible and/or provide an appropriate data leaflet:

1.3.1 Is a further inner pack / bag provided between the product packaged and the folding carton?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

=> If so, please give as precise a description as possible:      
     
1.3.2 Does the product packaged come into direct physical contact with the folding carton?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

1.3.3 Is the (food) product packaged (generally) consumed entirely by the consumer after the pack has been opened

or does some of the product remain in the pack after it has been opened?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

In what form, additional information:      
1.3.4 How long is the planned maximum storage time in months for the product packaged, according to the manufacturer’s recommendation (“use by” date)?      
2. Questions about how the pack is used by the consumer

2.1 Heating

2.1.1 Is the food heated up together with the packaging?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

=> If so, at what temperature / how many watts?       
2.1.2 What heating process is used?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Microwave
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oven

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Combination
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other:      
2.1.3 How long is the heating period (in minutes)?      
2.2 Campaigns for children

2.2.1 Will the pack include a toy for children too (e.g. promotion campaign)?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

2.2.2 Does the packaging itself act as a toy for children?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

2.2.3 Does the EU Toy Directive 2009/48/EC and/or CEN standard EN 71 (“Toy Safety”) apply?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Unknown

2.2.4 Do the materials need to be saliva-resistant?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No
3. Questions about the legal background

3.1 Country of sale / legal regulations

3.1.1 Is the product / food being exported to countries outside the EU (different laws)?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Switzerland
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Unknown

=> If so, which countries?      
3.1.2 Is the food / product packaged subject to special legal regulations or are there any specific restrictions 

on the use of certain substances in connection with food?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Unknown

=> If so, what are they?      
3.2 Specifications / customer’s requirements

3.2.1 Has a specification been provided by the customer       ?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

=> If not, obtain specifications or compile them and have them confirmed by the customer!

Comments:      
3.2.2 Have they been checked, approved and confirmed by the parties as part of the contract?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

=> If not, obtain specifications or compile them and have them confirmed by the customer!

Comments:      
3.2.3 Does the customer have any directives / specifications about the production of the materials and articles that are intended to come into contact with food? (e.g. supplier’s guide, quality expectations, …)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Unknown

=> If so, what are they?      
4. Materials used / design

4.1 Materials used, palletisation, transport

4.1.1 Board: grade used (manufacturer, board designation / grammage):

     
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Virgin fibre
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Recovered fibre (including partial)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Comments:      
4.1.2 Inks: inks that the customer says can/must be used for the packaging:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Low-migration
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Mineral oil-free (< 0.1 % acc. to the manufacturer’s certificate)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Conventional
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  UV

Other:      
4.1.3 Which printing process is used?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Offset

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Gravure

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Flexo

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other:      
4.1.4 Lacquers: lacquers that the customer says can/must be used for the packaging:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Low-migration
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Mineral oil-free (< 0.1 % acc. to the manufacturer’s certificate)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Conventional
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  UV

Other:      
4.1.5 Adhesives: adhesives that the customer says can/must be used for the packaging:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Dispersion
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Hotmelt

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Low-migration
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other:      
4.1.6 Use of hot foil?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

Comments, to what extent:      
4.1.7 Use of window / film?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

Product used:      
Comments:      
4.1.8 How is the packaging to be shipped on the pallet etc.?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Blanks on the pallet

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  In cartons on the pallet

Other / description:      
4.1.9 Shipping cartons

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Standard product

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Special product 

Other / description:      
4.1.10 Further transport packaging

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Shrink film

Material:       
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Stretch film

Material:       
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other


Material:       
4.1.11 Any other special features of the materials used or other materials required or comments about the design

     
     
4.2 Pack design

4.2.1 Is the packaging printed on the inside?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

=> If so: 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Overlacquered

Description of the ink/lacquer:      
4.2.2 Is the packaging lacquered on the back without printing on the inside?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

=> If so, description / lacquer:      
4.2.3 In the case of project developments: have clearance certificates confirming the compliance of the materials chosen for the planned application with food legislation been obtained?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Unknown
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Unknown

=> If the answer is “No” or “Unknown”: which materials are not suitable for the planned application?       
4.2.4 Photo of the product or design drawing (etc., if available): 
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